Rochester Police Department

Crime Announcement
LOCK IT OR LOSE IT!

Are you making your bicycle easy to steal?

Bicycle theft can be avoided by taking a few extra precautions:

The Lock: The Location:

Locking Tips:

ALWAYS keep
your bike locked,
even in a garage
or on a porch.

Lock BOTH
wheels & the
frame to the rack
or object. If you
lock only one
wheel, the bike
can easily be de-
tached & carried
away.

Invest in the best quality
lock you can afford—
usually a hardened steel
U-Lock or hardened
steel chain & padlock.

Use 2 different locks—

1 for each wheel—so a
thief would need 2 types
of tools.

Position a U-Lock so the
keyhole FACES DOWN
toward the ground. A
keyhole located in the
middle of the straight
bar & NOT at the end
offers greater security!

Lock your bike in a well-
lit busy place.

Lock to sturdy, immobile
objects that are securely
bolted down.

Make sure your bike
cannot be lifted over the
object.

Avoid locking to materi-
als that can be cut—
wire fencing, trees,
wooden railings.

If locking your bike to a
sign, make sure the sign
pole is securely fas-
tened to the ground.

REGISTER YOUR BIKE
ONLINE WITH THE
ROCHESTER POLICE
DEPARTMENT OR
CALL 603-330-7127!
THIS INCREASES THE
CHANCES OF YOUR
BIKE BEING
RETURNED TO YOU IF
IT IS EVER STOLEN!

ALWAYS REPORT A
STOLEN BIKE OR PART
TO THE POLICE, EVEN
IF IT WASN’T
REGISTERED!

Common bike theft techniques - and how to avoid them

How they do it

Thiewas will Lift the bike [and
lock] weer the lop of the posk it
15 locked to. If it is & signpast
than tha thiewas may remove

il 15 nved
and can be liled clear ol the
beke and the boch.

How to avoid it

Always lock yaur bicycle o
a closed struciuie’ thal is
well sicired to the ground
IF yous must lock 1o an
unclosed structure’ then
make sure it ks maors than §
matres high and well spcured
ta the ground [Thieves will
stand on shoulders to pass.
your bike clear if the
structura is o anaughl|

How they do it

IF it is possible, thieves will
insart tonds, such as jacks or
tars, inta the gap between the
bike, lock and stand 1o lever
the lock apart. Thisves will
aven use the bike frame itsalf
as a laver by rotating it
against the stand or other
staticnary abject |t s feckad
to. Either the bike ar the lack
will break - the thief doesn't
mind which - after all, i1"s not
thair hike

How to avaid it

Abways bt your lock sothat as
much of the lock as possible
i5 Wied by the stand and bike
land maybs helmet] This will
mnake it harder 1o nEert toals
tetwaen the lock and the
stand. Newar lock your hika by
thae ‘top tube” [AKA 'oros
alene as this will allow for the
bike traime ta be rotated
against the lock

Hew they do it

IFyour bk nests wpan the
graund thisyes may use a
hammear and cold chisal to
s=plit the securing chad ar lock

How to avaoid it

Always ensure your lock

i lifed so that it cannal
rast upan the ground or
ather immevable surface
This will allow the lock or
chain ta move (11 is struck
and keep your lock or chain
Inane piecs

How they da it

Thieves are known o use
EmsnEps, bolt cutters
hacksaws and angle grinders
to cul their way through locks
and chains 1a steal bicycles

How ta avaid it

Dan't make 11 easy lor thoyes
Some bpcks, such as coil o
calde types, can easily be cut
wsing readiy available hand
tools, Moie rebust cilling
equipment can be dillicull Lo
defend against. Expect ta
spend up to 30% of the value
af yaur bike on your lock
Laok al www.soldsecure.com

and manufaclurer guaranioes

and security ratings o buy
the bestlock you can

How they do it

Thigves ko hiow to undo
balts and quick release
machanisms. I ypou lock yoi
bike by the wheal alone thes =
likiely tiv b all that wall remain
when yau return. If you loeck
anly pour frame then a thist
may remoee your wheells)

I yaur whaels are stolon and
sl leave gour wheel-less bike
ta pick up later the thiat s
likely to return before you and
remave the rest of your bika

How to avoid it
Always [nck both whaels and
the frame ol your bike 1o the
stand and remove any quick
release camponents such as
saddie and wheels. | you anly
wish to carry ona lock than

Ire sKkewers are a good

. These are available from
miast good cpele shops and do
nat allow unauthonsed
remaval of wheels maaning
yau anky need 1o
frame o the stan

Compilation by:

How they da it

Thiewvas can insert tools into
the locking mechansm and
pick’ it open

How e avoid it
Most goad locks are designad
‘picking’. Chack that
ang al them
Also, make it harder for the
would-be thief by making the
lecking mechanism harder to
gat al, Secure yaur lock
Ergphily to Ehe bike and stand
with the mechanism fecing
o the bika, Whilst this
malkas things a littla mare
difficult Far yau il will make
things a kel moede dilficult lar
a lock mcker

yst Heidi Gagné




