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Elderly Targeted in Canadian Scam

Please be advised that a male suspect (or suspects) pretending to be the grandson of elderly
victims are contacting the victims and scamming them out of thousands of dollars. The suspect
calls the victims using the actual names of the victims’ grandsons and requests $4,600-$4,800
indicating that:

o He was just in an accident with a rental car and needs the money to repair the
vehicle before he can be released from jail or
« His friend drove him to Canada and he needs money to fly back home.

The suspect requests that the money be transferred via money gram from a

Wal-Mart to Canada and that he will call back, which he does. In one instance, the suspect
requested the initial money to be released from jail and, once received, called back requesting
more money (the judge upped the bail money). Some victims report that the phone reception is
poor quality and therefore believed the suspect could be their grandsons.

Victims have been identified from
o The Mid-Coast and Central Maine (10+)
e Burlington, MA (1)
» Marlborough, MA (1)
o Salem, NH (2)
e Nashua, NH (1)

Wal-Mart Stores are aware of the scam and are working to implement additional security measures.

TIPS TO PROTECT YOURSELF

« Never give out financial or personal information about yourself to anyone via the
telephone, e-mail, or any other method of communication where you don’t know
with whom you are dealing.

« Never send or wire money to unfamiliar companies or unknown persons.

« Take your time and verify the accuracy of the caller’s claims. Legitimate
companies or government officials won't pressure you to make a snap decision.

« Be sure to talk over such solicitations of money made by phone with a trusted
friend, family member, or financial advisor.

« If you have information about a fraud, report it to your local law enforcement
agency.




